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SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Higgins is next. May I remind you,
the DeCamp amendment is no l onger o n t he b i l l an d we are
t a l k i n g t o t h e b i l l i t sel f , not the DeCamp amendment if you
h ad. . . weren ' t a w a r e that DeCamp had pulled his amendment.
Senator Higgins, please.

SENATOR HI G GINS : I would call the question then,
Mr. Speaker .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Okay. The question h as been c a l l e d . Do I
see f i v e ha n d s 7 N o w I do . The question is, shall debate
cease? All those in favor vote aye, opposed nay. We a r e
voting to cease debate. Have you all voted that care to?
R ecord, Mr . C le r k , p l e as e .

C LERK: 2 7 a y e s , 2 n a y s t o ce a s e d e b a t e .

S PEAKER NICHOL: Deb a t e h a s c ea s e d . Senator C o nway, would
you like to close, please.

SENATOR CONWAY: Mr. Speaker, members of the body, I would
rise to strongly support the advancement of the b i l l on t o
F ina l R e a d i n g. I t h i nk t h a t g i v en t h e information, we' ve
discussed this through now through two stages of debate and
a coupl e o f d a ys he r e o n Select. The concerns that Senator
Haberman had addressed were put forth by the industry. Some
of that same information, i n many cases , was t u r n e d a r o u nd
and refuted in other s i t u a t i o n s. I f you l ook at
S outh Car o l i n a a n d K a n s as , for instance, both of t hose t wo
states, the officials of those states described they' ve cut
the uninsured in half. We hear other arguments relative to
the premium costs rising. But if we look at the concept of
insurance with the idea that accidents are go i n g t o ha p pen
with or without insurance, damage will be i ncur red w i t h or
without insurance, then anytime that we have more peopl e i n
the pool, there is a better chance that premium costs would
ultimately be reduced. But I have absolutely n o reason t o
believe that the premium costs w ould i nc r e a s e . However,
with some of the amendments that are floating around we do
know for a fact that they actuarially should increase. So I
think people fully understand t he i s s ue . I t h i nk pub l i c
response to this bill has been v er y st r on g . I t h i nk , i f
n othing e l s e , i t i s maki n g a very strong statement from the
Legislature that we do intend to enforce t he f i nan c i a l
responsibility laws that are al r e a dy o n t h e b ook s b y d oi n g
something prior to the accident, rather than waiting for the
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